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martin of ernesttown. Nov. 28, 1935.

RMAs or A1I0S MARTIN. U. E., according to family tradition came from Vermont during the

pos Revolutionary period and settled in the Township of Erneettown. He seems to

nav« bstn too young to serve in the Loyalist foreee, or, if he did to there is no

record of sush being the case. The first authentic record we have in Canada is*-«U{

one that appears in the appendix to the United Empire Loyalist Lilt. This says

that Emas Martin, hit wife and three children were provisioned at Johns town (Just

cast of the present Tillage of PreceottU
This man was thsrsfors connetted with the Revolution on the British side. It is

believed that his wife, Susannah Ball, was the daughter of either Shadraek or cq

Solomon Ball, "iwe^coldiers of Col. Ebenezer Jessup's Loyal Americans, who

settled in 1784 in Ernesttown. These i5wo" men apparently brothers, same from

Brattleboro, Vermont, and early in 1777 Joined the Loyalist Fortes. At the same

time there were several families of Martins in this area of Vermont* This

eoupled with the faet that Emas and his family settled in the same area, points

to relationship between these two families. But his wife, Susannah was born in

_
;
1762 t and was 21 in 1783, so it might have been that she was a sister of these

two mea. This relationship must be dissovered in subsequent research. t •

.The next record we have of Emas is his appointment to the office of Constable ~^^m ^
for Amherst Island at Kingston, Ontario on April 10, 1794. He had, therefore
established residence there. It is also known that his daughter, Annie, was
born there in 1797, the first white child born on Amherst Island. <^^XJ^\
inhere is another set of records that have to do with this period in the region
of Amherst Island and Bath. They are those of the Masonis Order in Ontario.
These records are taken from J* Boss Robertson* Freemasonry in Canada. They are:

Lodge No. 13, Ernesttown, 1804-22.
.Petition presented 14 Sept., 1802 for a lodge at Ernesttown, and signed by

Stephen Hix, Solomon Ball, Amos Martin.
A letter of March 14, 1803 stating that Amos Martin is Senior Warden and

Stephen Htx, Junior Warden.
A List of Memberchip in 1804 shows the following charter members:

Stephen Hix, Junior Warden. In a letter of Mar. 14,
Solomon Ball. 1806 he ic Jr. Warden.
Amos Martin, Senior Warden.

Lodge No. 6, Kingston.
At a Meeting June let, 1797 Bro. Amos Martin, visitor, of St. Johns present.

From these records we note that Amos was a charter member of Lodge no. 13, Ernest-
town from its inception in 1802 until 1806. He also visited St. Johns in 1797.
Therefore he must have been a Mason before 1797, and possibly was made a mason
in the American Colonies before he came to Canada.
We can safely say that he resided near Bath from 1794 until 1806. He was most
likely residing on Amherst Island during this time.
Family tradition next has him living near Kingston Mills on a farm in Pittsburg
Township near the junction of the middle and upper roads. This farm he soon sold
to an Irish Martin and removed to Ernesttown Township, Cons. VI, lot 40. I have
found no record of ownership of any land in this area by this man and conclude
that the story is either false or mistold or that he had rented it.
Family tradition also says that he returned to Vermont and stayed so long that
his wife remarried. In later years he returned bringing a son, Simeon, by a
marriage eontraccted in Vermont. This separation must have occurred setter 1806. ^^jn
We have record of the marriage in 1809 of Susannah Ball and Peter Asselstine,
also the marriage of Susannah Ball to Hughson Walker in 1820. She was buried in
1844 in Wilton Cemetery by her son, William Martin, and is recorded as Sussanah
Asselstine, aged 82. One would conclude that it is doubtful that she married
Hughson Walker, more than likely it was a niece who contracted this marriage.1^- 'Ij^L,
The family says that some time after 1830 he returned from Vermont with Simeon.
In the Winter of 1837-38 he with his son, Amos, returned to Vermont where he
was greeted as "Mr. Tanner". On this trip he became ill and died in Vermont.
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31 Howard St. Belleville, Ont.
Sept. 5, 1955

Dr. Burleigh
Bath, Ont.

Dear Sir:-
Following are some extracts from material from Public Archives which,

I think, you may find interesting:

(1) To His Honor, Peter Russell, Esq.
Amos Martin . . . prays for his additional 200 acres of lands for his two
children horn before the year 1789.
0nt

-
z0

<
1797 CL»^ y^TnoAti:

(2) Know all men whom these presents may concern that Jt, Amos Martin of Broom .

\ r\ thp county of Bedford in the District of Montreal in the Province of^Eower
Canada, yeoman, have appointed Amos Martin, Junior, of Ernesttown in the
versinity of Kingston in Upper Canada, yeoman, as my lawful attorney to act
and transact business for me . . . . take possession of Lot No. 25 in the 5th
Concession of Richmond ... he is hereby impowered a3 my lawful attorney as

far as it can respect 3aid lot of land.
July 18. 1818
Amos W. Lay Amos Martin.
Jacob Ball (The signature is in the handwriting of
(Witnesses) Amos Martin, Junior.)

(3) Leon Lalarme, notary public ... Before me personally came Amos Martin
, , ,

and acknowledged the instrument (above) to be hia^roper act and deed. . . .

Subscribed at St. Armand, Countv of Bedford, . . .

July 20. 1818

(4) We, the subscribers certify that we have been personally acquainted with Amos
Martin for many years preceding one thousand eight hundred and seven, that we
had no reason to believe he was disaffected or that he left the place on that
account - We also believe Amos Martin, Junior, the bearer hereof to be hi3
eldest son and lawful heir.
Ernesttown Matthew Clark, J. P.
Jan. 25. 1819 John C. Clarke

James Parrott, Lt. C. M.
Daniel Fra3er, Capt.
Samuel Clark Ens.

(5) To His Excellency, Sir Peregrine Maitland
The Petition of Amos Martin of Lower Canada, now at the Township of

Ear3#€" Town in the Midland District.
Humbly 3heweth that your petitioner came to this province and settled in

year 1784. That in year 1792 he purchased Lot number 25 ... . in township
of Richmond of William Walker of Township of Ernest Town, a U. E. Loyalist who
had drawn it as Lord Dorchester's -bounty . . . Your petitioner . . . can only
refer to the oath of Mary Huntley (who was then his wife), a certificate of
which is hereby annexed. Your Petitioner therefore prays that your Excellency
will be pleased to grant him the aforesaid lot ?nd permit Amos Martin, Junior
to take out the Deed when completed.
Feb. 18. 1819_ Amos Martin

(Signature is in handwriting of Amos Martin, Jun. )
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(6) Be it remembered that on this nineteenth day of Feb. 1819 came Mary Huntleyo
of Ernest Town (formerly the wife of William Walker of Erne3t Town, deceased)
"before me, Matthew Clark . . . and deposeth:- That in or about the year 17S2,
the aforseaid William Walker, deceased, transferred a Lot of Land of 200
acres, somewhere near the llapanee River to Amos Martin, Sen. for the consider-
ation of one pair of oxen.
Sworn^before me at Ernes ttown
Feb. 19. 1819

Mathew Clark, J. P.

(7) To His Excellency the Governor and Council your humble petitioner begs
leave to give his reasons why he has not come forward to lay in his claim for
this land before. After I purchased this land I went and took a slight look
at the land and I thought it not good. The land at that time was in the wild-
erness, seven miles from inhabitants. I did not suppose it would be inhabited
for many years. And I left my native place, Rhode Island 3tate in the year/
1778, came into Vermont and in 1784 came into the Upper Province and remained
in this Province till 1807 I thought the time long that I never had heard faom
my friends nor they from me. I travelled to see them there. I was taken^nd
continued sick and unwell for a long time. Then I returned into the town of
Broom. There I remained till my son wrote to me concerning the land. Then I

wrote this Power and sent to him, he being the first heir.
Amos Martin

(Signature is again in the handwriting of Amos Martin, Jun.)
Amos Martin of the Township of Ernest To^m, Senior, maketh oath and sayeth

that he is the person he describes himself to be in the Foregoing petition,
and that the statements therein made are true.

(Signature, Amos Martin, seme as above)
Feb. 19. 1819
Isaac Fraser, J. P.

(8) I certify that Amos Martin, Senior of the Township of Ernest Town res/ided
many years in that township and made large improvements on two lots of land in
the same - and that^J he was resident in that place on the first instant.
June 28. 1819 Isaac Fraser. P.

(9) July 19. 1619 Warrant issued.

I was tremendously pleased to see some of the excellent work you have
done in collecting history of Martin connections, and hope next fcear to be
privileged to examine your data at leisure.

Thanking you for your kindness.
Yours truly,

P. S, Also pleased to learn that we are third cousins as I figure it.

Perhaps you might find time sometime to make out for me a genealogical
br from your greatgrandmother who was my greatgrandfather's sister, with
names, dates and place of residence.








